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co-operation which you showed in the former session, I am glad 
to have this opportunity to assure you again of how much I 
appreciate not only the work that you did but also your willing-
ness to consult and advise with me during that session. 

Today you are meeting fo r the fir st time in the history of the 
State in Special Session, and as Governor I have hesitated to call 
such a session. It is establi shing a precedent which may prove a 
bad one, as in ome states special sessions are called unnecessarily, 
at great expense, and often on account of what appear urgent 
need, hastily considered and ill-advised legi lation is enacted into 
law. 

The present ession ha been ca lled for the purpose: of ratify-
ing the Amendment to the Federal Con ti tuti on provid ing fo r 
equal suffrage for women . \i\lhile all of us have been very anxious 
to see a sufficient number of &tates rati fy this Amendment to mak.e 
it a part of the Federal Con t itution, it had been my hope that a 
sufficient number of states could be obtained without the nece~sity 
of convening our Legislature. Recently it has become apparent 
that in order to obtain the re 1uisite number of states, action on the 
part of this State may be absolutely neces ary. F urther, the 
opponents of suffrage have been using as an argument against 
granting equal r ights to women that \i\lyoming had not ratified for 
the reason that suffrage had proved a failure in this State. Con-
sidering the fact that women in \i\ yoming were granted the fran-
chise in terri to rial days in 1869, that we were the fir st State to 
be admitted in to the U nion with the rights of women guaranteed 
in ou r Constitution, we could not allow such a charge to be un-
challenged. After considering the matter from all angle , it 
seemed to me that our duty wa plain and that was to rat ify the 
A mendment and to do so at the earlie t po sible date. I have 
reason to believe and also hope that the Resolu tion ratifying this 
Suffrage mendment will receive your unanimous supp rt. T hi s 
should be our answer to the charge that uffrage is a fa ilure in 
Wyoming. 

* * * 
In closing, I desire to thank you fo r coming here. From the 

letters that I have received from you, I know that you have come 
cheerfully and that you desire to give to the women of the nation 
the same privi leges that the women of Wyoming not only have 
had but have demonstrated they were worthy of exercising. 

January 26, 1920. 

R OBERT D. CAREY, 
Go<:ernor. 

January 26, 1920, the Senate of the First Special Session of 
the Wyoming State Legislatcre unanimously ratified the Federal 
Amendment granting suffrage to the women of the United States. 
Doctor Grace Raymond Hebard of the U niversity of W yoming, in 
appreciation of th is act, presented the members of this Body with 
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roses, and a vote of thanks \ms extended to ~liss Hebard by the 
Senate on the following day. 

January 27, 1920, the House of Representatives of the Special 
Se sion unanimou ly ratified the Federal Amendment granting 
suffrage to women, remark favoring the action having been made 
by members of both the Republican and Democratic parties. Dr. 
Hebard pre ented each member with a reel carnation, and Mrs. 
Theresa Jenkins of Cheyenn~ took the floor and thanked the Body 
fo r their goodness. 

Historical Gavel t:secl in Hou e 
Speaker E. J. Sullivan u eel throughout the ses ion the gavel 

made of solid gold and ivory which had been presented to him by 
the members of the House at the close of the 1919 session. For 
the first time in the hi tory of the State a gavel given to a speaker 
was used by that speaker during his term of office. 

The above is a napshot of ~Ir. Edward Ivinson, "Oldest 
Mayor in the United States '', on the steps of his home in Laramie. 
The following address was given by Mayor I vinson, in his 90th 
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year, to the members of the League of Women Voters upon the 
occasion of their organization in the State of vVyoming at Lara-
mie, November IO, 1919: 

M ada111 President and R eprcse11tatin s of the League of liVome11 
Voters : 

It gives me pleasure, unu ual pleasure, to greet you, and in my 
capacity as Mayor of Laramie to bid you welcome to our city 
and wi h you success in the noble and self acrificing work you 
have undertaken fo r the enfranchi sement, freedom and enlighten-
ment of woffan . You are engaged in a glorious work and in wish-
ing you success in your laudable undertaking I feel sure I am 
expressing no t my own sentiment alone, but the sentiments of the 
citizens of this, the Gem City of the Rockies . 

Under your fostering care and guidance may the to rch of 
Liberty burn with in creasing bri ll iancy till all the worl d shall 
receive light and be not only willing but anxious to grant to woman 
all the rights and privileges she so justly deserves. 

As one who ha s lived here for over fifty years and who has 
seen \ t\f yoming grow from a mere hand fol of people to a populous 
and prosperous State, I feel justified in saying that the success 
and adoption of the high principles fo r which you stand wi ll tend 
towards the moral upli f t of any community. 

Seventy or eighty years ago it wa considered an impropriety, 
in fact, a di grace for a woman to make an add ress in public or 
openly advocate any measure of reform. 

At that time she was looked upon as a chattel, a sort of semi-
slave, absolutely and entirely the property of her husband, who 
was recognized as hav ing the right to administer chastisement 
whenever he considered it necessary fo r her good, just as a child 
might be puni shed for misconduct or ·a slave for disobedience or 
fancied neglect of duty. She had no proper ty rights and if she 
earned monev her husband could claim it as his. The simplest 
rudiments of education were considered all that woman needed 
and many of the doors that swung freely on their hinges for the 
entrance of man to th e vast storehouses of knowledge were barred 
to her . 

It is not possible on this occasion to give more than a faint 
outline of the many ways in which woman was bound down and 
made to feel that her position in life was one of inferiority; 
suffi'ce . it to say that she wa,; looked upon as a being made of a 
poorer quality of clay than man and that man. therefore, had the 
right, which was unfortunately too often exercised, of considering 
her a thing infinitely beneath him. 

Under these circumstances we can readily understand that it 
required no little courage on the part of those women who ar-
ranged for and took part in the first Woman's Rights Convention. 
which was held· in the year 1848. The storm of ridicule and con 
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demnation indulged in by the "pre s" of that time because women 
had the presumption to make an effort to improve their condition 
does not speak well for the chivalry of that day, but the work 
begun in a public manner at that time, the seed planted on that 
occasion, has borne an abundant harvest. Not, however, ti ll 
after the close of the Civil War wa the work fo r the emancipation 
of woman begun in real earne t and every year si nce that time has 
witnessed a growing st rength in the cau e of uffrage. 

The Civil \Var, a in the wa r ju t ended, when men went forth 
by hundreds of thou sands from every station and walk in life to 
fill the ranks of the army, made it neces ary for women to step 
in and take men· places in the field, the factory and hop in 
order that the wheel of progress should not be impeded or the 
industries of the country decline. The women, filled with the 
spi rit of noble patrioti m, aro e enthu iastically to the occasion 
and did their work faithfully and well and by thei r skill and 
efficiency proved conclu ively that they were not the weak inferior 
beings men uppo ed them to be, but that, on the contrary, they 
were capable and able to perform a man·s work. This fact thus 
clearly demonstrated convinced many of the unprejudiced ones 
that women who were not only willing but well able to fill the 
positions vacated by men were entitled to consideration and should 
receive recognition a the ocial and political equals of man. 

A_ a proof of the tendency towards the emancipation of 
woman, and as showing that the labors of the faithfu l few were 

•beginning to bear fruit, we point with pride to the memorable 
fact that thi tate-the tate of v\ yoming (then a territory)-
at its first Legi lative ssembly passed a bill granting equal rights 
to woman. 

This bill was igned by Governor Campbell on the 10th day 
of December, r86g. 

We are proud of our vast prairie and fertile valleys which 
support hundreds of thou ands of sheep and cattle. \Ve are 
p oud of our majestic rivers, our lofty, snow-capped mountains, 
our blue skie and our bright sunshi ne: we are proud of our 
invigorating atmosphere and our healthful climate: of our sturdy 
men and our charming women: but we are proud, thrice proud, of 
the fact that the tate of Wyoming wa the first state in the 
U nion to recognize woman' true place in the social economy by 
granting to her the right of suffrage. 

Although the population of Wyoming was small at that time, 
we had men who pos es ed a keen sense of justice: men who 
were broad-minded and who loved fa ir play: men of vision, who 
t0 their honor be it aid were unselfish and liberal enough to grant 

) women the ame civ il rights and privilege that they them elves 
~njoyed. 

These rights and privileges were not, however, obtained with-
out a struggle, for all reforms meet with oppo ition, even though 
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they be meritorious thy of undivided support. ell do I 
remember going to ane, accompanied by Mrs. I vinson, who 
was always an ard , loyal and enthusiastic supporter of the 
cause of suffrage, w ere we worked unitedly and un tiringly in 
conjunction with many others fo r the passage of the bill that 
meant so much to the women of this and other lands. In addition 
to going to the capital in behalf of that bill we had the pleasure of 
en ter ta ining the members of the L egislature a t diffe rent times in 
Laramie and naturally los t no opportunity of doing what we 
could to impress upon them the justness of the measure and 
tating our rea ons why it hould become a law. T he in telligent 

men of thi s country, the men who have made good in thei r va rious 
businesses and other vocations in li fe, a re, as a rule, only too glad 
to acknowledge that they owe, in large measure, their success to 
the advice and good judgment of their wives. 

Many of our great politicians are inspired more or less by the 
advice, counsel and encouragement given them by their wives . 

\!\!omen are just as full oi ambition as the men and are often 
as alert, wide-awake and quick to read the signs of the times as 
are their husbands. Open wide the door and give the women an 
opportunity to reach out and aid in the development of our coun-
try. They will prove to be a guiding star in di recting not only the 
affairs of this country but in all countries where they are allowed 
to exercise their keen, bright minds. 

Ther~ are many now-a-clays, as there were in those days, who 
pro fes to believe that giving to woman the right of franchise· 
must of necessity take from her those peculiar charms and graces 
that make her so attracti ve and endea r her to the hearts of all, 
but after a re!!idence of over half a century in this State where . 
she has exercised the right of suffrage I have yet to discover that 
the women of Wyoming a re one whit behind in the possession of 
those charming qualities that distinguish her sisters in other 
states. 

In view of my years and the experience they have brought me, 
I am sure you will pardon me fo r presuming to offer a few words 
of serious thought and fri endly counsel. Never in the history of 
the world has there been a time when people were in greater 
danger of morar death and decay, fo r the tendency of the age is 
ever more and more toward a li fe of fri voli ty, self-gratificat ion 
and unres trained pleasure. T hi s, I believe to be particularly true 
of many of the young men and young women of our day. It is 
therefore incumbent upon you and upon all who love " the right" 
to both preach and teach by precept and example the beauty of the 
li fe that is founded upon the principles of all tha t i implied in th e:. 
words RIGHT EO SNESS and TRUE HOLI NESS. 

shall we lose sight of the fundamental truth tha) 
stitutes woman's greatest charm and it should _il"I 
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rei , . J. •tJe and cu 
ln 1.-unu..ision. allow me once aga111 . • succ s ,,eyond 

your most sanguine expectation , and . _,,5 the hope that 
you may receive unlimited support and , ncouragement in the 
noble and gloriou ' work in which you are engaged. 

Permit me also to a su rl! you that you are truly welcome to 
our city and that we feel honored by your pre ence here. 

I thank you. 

November JO, r9r9. 

Eo\\".\RD hrxso:\, 
J!ayor of Lara111ie . TVyoming. 

Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt and a number of national representatives of the League of 
Women Voters. with local members of the League. From left to right : Dr. Valeria 
H. Parker, Mrs. Edward P. Cost igan, E. Jean Nelson Penfield , Dr. Grace Raymond 
Hebard, Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, M iss Marjorie Shular, Mrs. P. J . Quealy. 
Background, the front of bu i lding in which t he first woman 's jury of the world sat in 
March , 1170. 
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